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The U.S Department of Energy and its national laboratories are committed to helping educate our nation's next generation of scientists.  Pre-college science outreach activities play an important role in the creation of future scientists by enlightening students to potential careers of special interest to the DOE's national laboratories. 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory's (LLNL) Science & Technology Education Program (STEP) engaged approximately 10,000 students and 1,000 teachers from the K-12 California education community during FY00.  Many of STEP's K-12 science education outreach and resources (http://education.llnl.gov) are rooted in partnerships with schools and school districts surrounding LLNL and other regions within California.  Through these partnerships, STEP tries to motivate pre-college students to consider a college science major as part of their future career choices and to provide K-12 science teachers unique workshop experiences in cutting-edge science and technology.   

STEP’s student and teacher activities take full advantage of LLNL's latest research endeavors (http://www.llnl.gov).  Nevertheless, the question remains how effective have these activities been in improving science education, especially when one considers that California has over 5 million K-12 students and 1,000 school districts.  

STEP's strategy in the last two years has been to align its activities with the new science content standards of the State of California (http://www.cde.ca.gov/board/). For example, Livermore Lab's Science on Saturday (http://education.llnl.gov/sos) is a six-week lecture/demonstration series that runs consecutive Saturdays during February and March of each year. The topics are selected from the forefront of LLNL science and technology research in a variety of disciplines. The 2001 Science on Saturday program includes teachers from surrounding schools as co-presenters with Livermore Lab researchers. The supporting lecture materials contain direct links to the California science standards. 
By presenting two years of objectives and accomplishments data for STEP’s K-12 science education activities, including Science on Saturday, this poster will describe STEP's strategy for narrowing the science learning gap and providing in-service teacher education.
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